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Wiring the Tactical Vest: SOFIC Debut
Fischer Connectors continues to protect and defend special operations personnel with its debut of
a new wired tactical vest at SOFIC 2019. This fully-functional tactical vest on display in booth #2232
features Fischer Freedom™ Series connectors sewn into the garment and connected to a distributed data
and power bus that handles soldiers’ connectivity needs. The unique connectivity solution cuts weight from
the vest while improving functionality.
Integrating a distributed data and power bus into the
tactical vest eliminates the need for the external wires
or break-out cables that currently weigh soldiers
down.
Receptacles sewn into the vest and attached to the
bus connect to devices and deliver power and signal,
and a single battery pack powers all the devices.
Communications gear, sensors, flashlights, cameras,
viewfinders, GPS devices, and other essentials can
be attached with matching plugs built directly into the
device without the use of cables.
This approach to tactical connectivity is part of an overall trend to integrate more wearable technology into
military gear to help reduce weight and simplify use.
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Wim Vanheertum, Director of Product Management for Fischer Connectors
says new connector technology is a critical element of the rapidly expanding
market for wired tactical vests. “Rugged, low-profile connector receptacles
sewn directly into the fabric and matching plugs built directly into devices can
significantly reduce, or even eliminate, the use of cables. The award-winning
Fischer Freedom™ Series connector used here has concentric rings on the
receptacle that allow for 360° mating freedom, and a plug with a sealed
membrane that protects the contact block with an IP68 rating.”
According to Vanheertum, sensors can be built into plugs, or plugs can be
engineered directly into devices to eliminate cables entirely. The low-profile
plug can also be cabled for communications gear and other devices such as
cameras and video screens.
Several companies have already started building vests, devices, and sensors
based on these concepts, and are testing them in multiple countries.

Caption: Networked wearables that share a common data and power bus reduce the number of external
cables, as well as the associated risks of entanglement or damage, help reduce total system weight, and
support an expanded range of capabilities in military and defense applications, including the tactical vests
worn by dismounted soldiers, police, and other first responders.
A SNEAK Preview of the smaller four-pin plastic version of the Fischer Freedom™ Series is available at SOFIC..
Please stop by to take a look at this unique connector series.
More information
▪
▪

Fischer Freedom™ Series | Fischer LP360™for Defense & Security
Trend paper: Emerging Trends in Wearable Technology Across Several Markets
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Fischer Connectors USA
1735 Founders Pkwy # 100
Alpharetta, GA 30009
Tel: +1 678-393-5400
Fax: +1 678-393-5401

Media contact (USA)
Lisa Gardner – MarCom Manager
Lisa.Gardner@fischerconnectors.com

About Fischer Connectors
For more than 60 years, the people of Fischer Connectors have been reimagining connectivity, turning customers’ challenges into
success stories with innovative technologies, quality products and collaborative customer support.
Since 1954, Fischer Connectors has designed, manufactured and distributed rugged connectors and cable assemblies that help
customers around the world produce reliable, high-performance electronic devices. The connectivity solutions are especially suitable for
applications requiring faultless precision, durability and resistance to extreme conditions, including defense and security, medical,
industrial, instrumentation, audio-visual, transportation, and energy.
Headquartered in Saint-Prex, Switzerland (Canton of Vaud), where its R&D Center and manufacturing facilities are also located, the
Fischer Connectors Group has cable assembly sites in EMEA, the Americas and Asia-Pacific. The Group also includes local subsidiaries
and a wide network of distributors and agents all over the world. Its US subsidiary is based just north of Atlanta, GA, in its ISO Certified,
ITAR registered engineering and manufacturing center.
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